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SECTION ONE 
 

FAITH  
 

The expression of the Faith upon which The Evangelical Friends Church – Eastern Region is based is presented 
in this section of the Faith and Practice.  It includes a brief historical background, a statement of doctrine [see 
#100-194], and a statement of testimonies [see #250-381]. 
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HISTORICAL BACKGROUND  
 

In seventeenth-century England, there arose many groups of seekers who were dissatisfied with the rigid forms 
of the Church of England and were searching for a more inwardly satisfying way of worship and life.  George 
Fox (1624-1691) went, as a young man, to many priests seeking inner peace and received only irrelevant 
answers.  One day he heard a Voice saying, “There is One, even Christ Jesus, that can speak to thy condition.”  
Joy filled his heart, and from this experience the central conviction of Friends was born – that the living Christ 
can speak directly to the need of every seeking soul. 
 
In 1652 George Fox climbed Pendle Hill and was deeply moved by what he saw.  Later he wrote in his Journal:  
“The Lord let me see a-top of the hill in what places He had a great people to be gathered.”  At Firbank Fell he 
preached for over three hours to a thousand people, and out of that gathering the Valiant Sixty arose to work 
with Fox in evangelizing all of England.  In spite of severe persecution, Fox went about speaking in churches, 
homes, and fields with multitudes of people attracted to hear his message.  Since religious freedom was as yet 
unknown in England, these early Quakers were imprisoned in great numbers under the foulest conditions.  In 
spite of these sufferings, the number of Quakers multiplied greatly, and eventually they won – not only for 
themselves – but also for all, the Act of Tolerance which guaranteed religious freedom (1698). 
 
From 1650 to 1690 Quakerism spread rapidly throughout the British Isles and to other parts of the world, 
including the English colonies on the western shore of the Atlantic Ocean.  Historians have labeled the Quaker 
Movement during those forty years as the fastest growing movement of the Western world. 
 
At that time no church was permitted to exist except the Church of England; hence the followers of Fox called 
themselves “Publishers of Truth”, “Children of Light”, and “Friends of Jesus”, and later “Religious Society of 
Friends.”  The origin of the word “Friends” is from John 15:14 when Jesus said:  “You are my friends if you do 
what I command.”  The nickname “Quaker” was originally a term of derision and insult, but through the years 
has become a symbol of integrity. In more recent times, Friends of evangelical persuasion have used the term 
Evangelical Friends Church. 
 
Restoring primitive Christianity was the goal of early Friends.  They defined it as authentic, apostolic 
Christianity based on New Testament teaching with no frills.  In other words, preaching the essentials and 
omitting the non-essentials.  They were a people gathered as followers of Christ, baptized with the Holy Spirit, 
and communing with God (often in silence) as they waited for guidance of the Holy Spirit to share, whether in 
prayer, message, or exhortation based on a deep concern. 
 
In the 18th century, Friends seemed almost to forget the Biblical basis for their faith, putting a premium on 
silence as a way of worship.  Speaking, reading Scriptures, and praying were considered intrusion.  Called the 
Age of Quietism, unprogrammed meetings declined as they became active in social issues, such as fair 
treatment for Indians, refusing to participate in war, and responding to John Woolman’s call to simplicity, 
frugality, and tolerance.  As an itinerant preacher bent on abolishing slavery, Woolman carried his message to 
plantations of the South, boldly preaching equality for all. It is noteworthy that prior to 1800 – more than 60 
years before the Emancipation Proclamation – every Quaker in North Carolina had liberated his slaves.  During 
the Civil War Friends assisted runaway slaves by establishing the “underground railroad,” a secret route to 
freedom in the North. 
 
As the American West opened up after the Civil War, Friends migrated in great numbers.  In the latter part of 
the 1800s, revivals and camp meetings throughout the Midwest were part of what has been called the “Great 
Revival.”  Thousands were converted, and churches, including Friends churches, were crowded with new 
converts.  It was at this time that pastored meetings came into vogue in order to disciple new believers.  Also 
emphasis was placed on ministering to children and youth in Sunday Schools and including music in a 
programmed worship format. 
 
While the majority of Friends were simple, God-fearing people, there were some who became widely known.  
These include William Penn, founder of Pennsylvania and peaceful negotiator with the Indians; Robert Barclay, 
Scottish gentleman, scholar, and theologian; John Woolman, best known for his anti-slavery work; John 
Greenleaf Whittier, poet; Stephen Grellet, French nobleman, who, escaping from the guillotine, became a 
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vibrant Quaker evangelist in the remote parts of the United States; Elizabeth Fry, noted for prison reform in 
different parts of the world; and Joseph John Gurney, banker, scholar, theologian, and preacher who called the 
Society back from quietism to an evangelical position. 
 
London Yearly Meeting, founded by George Fox, is the original organization from which all others have 
developed.  Although boasting of never having had an official division, London Yearly Meeting has 
nevertheless changed over the years, reflecting some of the tensions which led to divisions in other parts of the 
Society of Friends.  In the 19th century it was strongly evangelical, but in the 20th century it followed the trend 
of modern liberalism and became closely akin to the General Conference of Friends. 
 
Currently there are five major groups of Friends:  Hicksite, Orthodox, Conservative, Independent, and 
Evangelical Yearly Meetings. In their character they reflect major divisions which have occurred among 
Friends. 
 
Friends General Conference (Hicksite) is a combination of Yearly Meetings which have their origins in the 
separation of 1828-29.  The followers of Elias Hicks, who had been influenced by rationalism and unitarianism, 
separated from the Orthodox Friends.  Today their meetings are united in keeping the tradition of 
unprogrammed meetings but are in serious tension between those with a humanistic philosophy and those who 
are Christo-centric. 
 
Friends United Meeting (Orthodox) came into being at the turn of the 20th century as the Five Years Meeting.  
With a more appropriate name-change, since they meet every three years, it is currently a federation of Yearly 
Meetings of diverse character.  The majority are predominantly evangelical, but there are a few Yearly 
Meetings whose liberalism has made them very comfortable in joining both the Hicksite and Orthodox branches 
of the Church. 
 
Conservative Friends is a term applied to a group which has great cohesion without having a formal 
organization combining their Yearly Meetings.  These have their roots in the teaching of John Wilbur, whose 
opposition to Joseph John Gurney led to separation in 1854.  The difference was not so much doctrinal as it was 
a matter of older traditions concerning manner of worship in silence, Quaker garb, and other practices.  Wilbur 
so emphasized the “Inner Light” that it sounded almost like infallibility.  Gurney, on the other hand, laid great 
emphasis on the Scriptures as the guide for salvation. 
 
There are several Independent Yearly Meetings which are not affiliated with any larger grouping of Friends.  
However, they honor their Quaker roots and basically seek to share the message of Friends as they interpret it. 
 
Evangelical Friends believe in the Biblical teaching of entire sanctification (I Thessalonians 5:23) as a second 
work of grace.  This is the position of George Fox, Robert Barclay, and Joseph John Gurney.  The emphasis on 
the Holy Spirit, always characteristic of Friends, made the Wesleyan-Arminiam teaching on holiness congenial 
to these Friends also.  The baptism with the fullness of the Holy Spirit is the way God cleanses from the sinful 
nature and makes believers holy (Matthew 3:11-12).  George Fox said, “and Christ did baptize them with the 
Holy Ghost and with fire and did thoroughly purge his floor and burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.”  
Holiness is deliverance from the pollution, nature, and love of sin.  The experience is called “perfect love”.  
John tells us, “because as he is so are we in the world” (I John 4:17-18). 
 
In 1965, the Evangelical Friends Alliance brought together four independent distinctly Evangelical Yearly 
Meetings – Ohio (Damascus), Kansas, Rocky Mountain, and Oregon.  The roots of this group (as is true of 
many Yearly Meetings in the Friends United Meeting) are in the Orthodox, Gurneyite trend.  In 1987 the 
International Friends Conference on Evangelism was held in Guatemala with over 250 Friends in attendance 
from 25 countries.  It was decided to internationalize the organization and so the Evangelical Friends 
International (EFI) was formed [see #4000]. 
 
EFI is composed of five geographical regions for member Yearly Meetings and countries of mission endeavors:  
EFI-North America, EFI-Latin America, EFI-Asia, EFI-Africa, and EFI-Europe.  Currently the North America 
Region includes: 
 Alaska Yearly Meeting 
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Evangelical Friends Church – Eastern Region 
 Evangelical Friends Church – Mid-America Yearly Meeting 
 Evangelical Friends Church – Southwest 
 Northwest Yearly Meeting 

Rocky Mountain Yearly Meeting 
Additionally mission endeavors are going on in the Dominican Republic, Haiti, Jamaica, and 

Navajoland. 
 
EFI-Latin America:  Bolivia, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, and Peru.  EFI-Asia:  
Bhutan, Cambodia, Hong Kong, India, Indonesia, Myanmar, Nepal, Philippines, Taiwan, and Teachers in 
China.  EFI-Africa:  Burundi, Congo, and Rwanda.  EFI-Europe:  Albania, Croatia, Ireland, Hungary, Romania, 
and Serbia.  
 
Because of the strong emphasis on the Holy Spirit and the teaching on holiness, EFI/North America Region is a 
member of the National Association of Evangelicals [see #6000]. 
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DOCTRINE  
 

The Evangelical Friends Church – Eastern Region presents its Statement of Doctrine in the following Statement 
of Faith. 
 

100 GOD 
 
101 We believe in one1 eternal,2 omnipresent,3 unchanging,4 personal5 God; perfect in holiness,6 wisdom,7 

love,8 power,9 and justice10 without preceding cause or beginning;11 creator12 and preserver13 of all 
things, visible and invisible. 

 
102 He exists as one divine being and yet as a trinity of three distinct persons, identical, inseparable, and 

equal in divinity, power and eternity:  God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.14 
 
103 God revealed Himself in the past in many and various ways, though supremely in the person of Jesus 

Christ.15  He continues to reveal Himself today through His creation,16 the Holy Scriptures,17 and the 
workings of the Holy Spirit in the hearts of people.18 

 
104 He alone is worthy of our worship, honor, praise and thanksgiving, now and forevermore.19 

__________________ 
 

1Deuteronomy 6:4; Mark 12:29 
2Psalm 90:1-2; Romans 1:20 
3Psalm 139:7-12 
4James 1:17; Malachi 3:6 
5John 14:9 
6Isaiah 6:3; I Peter 1:15-16 
7Romans 11:33 
8I John 4:8 
9I Chronicles 29:11-12; Isaiah 40:26-28; Ephesians 1:18-20 
10Psalm 89:14; Romans 3:26 
11Psalm 93:2 
12Genesis 1:1; Romans 11:36 
13Psalm 104:27-30; Colossians 1:16-17 
14Matthew 28:19; John 14:16, 18, 23; II Corinthians 13:14 
15Hebrews 1:2; John 1:18 
16Romans 1:19-20 
17II Timothy 3:16; II Peter 1:21 
18Acts 8:29; 13:2; 15:28; 16:6-10 
19Galatians 1:5 
_________________ 

 

110 JESUS CHRIST 
 
111 We believe that Jesus Christ, the Word who was with God and was God,1 is the only begotten Son of 

God.2  He was conceived by the Holy Spirit3 and born of the Virgin Mary4 and is the express image of 
the invisible God.5  He combines within Himself both the divine nature of God and human nature in 
one perfect indivisible personality, the God-man.6 

 
112 He lived and suffered in the world to show the Way of Life.7  He was crucified and died as the 

atonement for the sins of the whole world,8 making the only provision whereby people can find 
forgiveness of sins and cleansing from all unrighteousness.9 

 
113 He died in our place10 and was raised the third day for our justification;11 He ascended into heaven12 

and sits at the right hand of God, ever living as our only Mediator and High Priest making intercession 
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for us,13 and from there will return again to receive His church unto Himself14 and to judge the world in 
righteousness.15 
__________________ 
 
1John 1:1-2; Colossians 1:16-17 
2John 1:18; I John 4:9 
3Matthew 1:20; Luke 1:35 
4Matthew 1:18; Luke 1:34 
5Colossians 1:15 
6John 1:14; Colossians 2:9 
7John 14:6; Romans 5:10; Ephesians 5:2; I Peter 2:21 
8Romans 3:23-25; I John 2:2 
9Ephesians 1:7; Colossians 1:13-14; Titus 2:14 
10I Corinthians 15:4; I John 4:10 
11Romans 4:25; I Corinthians 15:4 
12Acts 1:9; Ephesians 4:8 
13Romans 8:34; Hebrews 7:25; Hebrews 9:24 
14I Thessalonians 4:15-17 
15Romans 2:16; II Timothy 4:1 
___________________ 

 

120 THE HOLY SPIRIT 
 
121 We believe in the Holy Spirit, not as an impersonal principle or influence, but as a divine person,1 and 

though distinct from the Father and Son, proceeding from both,2 with whom He is equal in authority, 
power, glory, and titles.3 

 
122 He is the divine agent in conviction of sin,4 regeneration,5 sanctification,6 and the believers’ assurance.7 
 
123 He is given as an indwelling Presence to every believer to be a teacher,8 guide,9 and source of 

comfort.10  He purifies the heart of the believer11 and imparts at His own choosing spiritual gifts for 
service and the building up of the body of Christ.12  He produces in believers the fruit of the Spirit13 so 
that they may conform to the image of Christ. 
__________________ 
 
1John 14:16-17, 26; 16:13-14 
2John 15:26; 16:7 
3Matthew 28:19; II Corinthians 13:14 
4John 16:8 
5John 3:5 
6I Corinthians 6:11 
7Romans 8:15-16; Galatians 4:6 
8John 14:26 
9John 16:13 
10Acts 9:31 
11Acts 15:9; I John 1:9 
12I Corinthians 12:4-11; Ephesians 4:7-13 
13Galatians 5:22-23 
__________________ 

 

130 HOLY SCRIPTURE 
 
131 As with early Friends, we believe that all Scripture,1 both of the Old and New Testaments, is given by 

inspiration of God, without error in all that it affirms,2 and is the only infallible rule of faith and 
practice.3  It is fully authoritative and trustworthy, fully sufficient for all believers now and always,4 
and profitable for teaching, reproof, correction, and training in righteousness.5 
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132 Thus, the declarations contained in it rest on the authority of God Himself,6 and there can be no appeal 
from them to any other authority whatever.  They are the only divinely authorized record of the 
doctrines which we are bound as Christians to believe,7 and of the moral principles which are to 
regulate our behavior.8  Only such doctrines as are contained in the Scripture can be regarded as 
Articles of Faith.9  The Holy Spirit, who inspired the Scripture, must ever be its true interpreter.10  
Whatever any person says or does which is contrary to the Scripture, though under profession of the 
guidance of the Spirit, must be reckoned and accounted a delusion.11 

 
133 The Scripture demands of believers complete obedience12 and is made increasingly open to those who 

study and obey it.13 
__________________ 
 
1II Timothy 3:16 
2Psalm 19:7-11 
3Psalm 119:4, 105 
4Psalm 119:89; I Peter 1:25 
5II Timothy 3:16-17 
6I Thessalonians 2:13 
7Romans 1:16-17 
8Psalm 119:9 
9John 17:17 
10John 14:26; 16:13; II Peter 1:21 
11II Peter 1:20; I John 4:1 
12Psalm 119:4; I Corinthians 4:2 
13I Corinthians 2:4-5, 12 
__________________ 

 

140 CREATION  
 
141 We believe creation to be that free act of the triune God,1 the Father,2 Son,3 and Holy Spirit,4 by which 

in the beginning and for His own glory5 God made, without use of pre-existing material,6 the whole 
visible and invisible universe.7 
__________________ 
 
1Genesis 1:1; Genesis 1:26-27 
2Hebrews 1:2 
3Colossians 1:16 
4Job 33:4; Psalm 104:30 
5Psalm 19:1; Colossians 1:16 
6Hebrews 11:3 
7Nehemiah 9:6; John 1:3 
_________________ 

 

150 SATAN 
 
151 We believe in the existence of the Evil One, “that old serpent which is the Devil, and Satan,”1 the old 

deceiver who by his own choice rebelled against God2 and became evil, who tempted our first parents 
to sin,3 and who through their disobedience brought about the fall of the human race,4 with all its 
attendant degeneracy, unhappiness, and misery.5 

 
152 Satan demonstrated his evil character and purpose in his perpetual opposition to Christ by the 

temptations in the wilderness,6 and to His people and to His kingdom.7  But Satan’s power is limited,8 
and in God’s own time he will be chained and finally cast into the lake of fire.9 

 
153 While Satan is active in this world, Christians through the power of the Holy Spirit dwelling in them 

are able to resist Satan’s temptations and have victory over him.10 
__________________ 
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1Revelation 20:2 
2Revelation 12:7-9 
3Genesis 3:1-6; II Corinthians 11:3 
4Romans 5:12, 15-19 
5Genesis 3:17-19; Romans 8:18-22 
6Matthew 4:1-11; Luke 4:1-15 
7II Corinthians 4:4; Ephesians 2:2 
8Job 1:12; 2:6; I Corinthians 10:13 
9Revelation 20:1-3, 10 
10I Corinthians 10:13; I Peter 5:8-11; I John 4:4 
___________________ 

 

160 HUMANITY  
 
161 The Creation:  We believe that by a definite act God created man and woman in His own image, holy 

and capable of knowing and obeying God’s will, in order to glorify God and enjoy His fellowship 
forever.1 

 
162 The Fall:  We believe that Adam and Eve fell from this original state by a voluntary act of 

disobedience,2 thus suffering the immediate loss of a perfect relationship with God3 and making self 
the center of their lives.  By this act, they suffered spiritual death, and sin entered the world and death 
by sin, so that death passed upon all.4 

 
163 We further believe that as a consequence of the Fall, all people are born with a nature which is 

thoroughly sinful5 and not subject to the law of God, so that only through the operation of the grace of 
God can they repent and call upon Him.  However, by God’s grace infants are not under condemnation 
but are heirs of salvation.6 
__________________ 
 
1Genesis 1:26-27, 31; 2:7; James 3:9b 
2Genesis 3:6-24 
3Genesis 2:17 
4Ezekiel 18:19-20; Romans 5:12-14, 17-19; 6:23a; 
 Psalm 51:5; 58:3 
5Isaiah 53:6 
6Matthew 18:3 
__________________ 

 

170 SALVATION  
 
171 We believe that by the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,1 through the direct and immediate agency of the 

Holy Spirit,2 persons may be reconciled to God and recovered from their fallen state through 
justification,3 regeneration,4 sanctification,5 and ultimately the resurrection of the body.6 

 
172 Justification:  In response to sinners’ repentance, surrender of themselves, and sincere faith in the 

power and sufficiency of Jesus’ atoning death and shed blood,7 God pardons them from past sins and 
declares them righteous, not for anything they have done but because of the obedience and atoning 
death of Christ.8 

 
173 Regeneration:  In response to sinners’ repentance, surrender of themselves, and sincere faith in the 

power and sufficiency of Jesus’ atoning death and shed blood, God also by His gracious power makes 
them new creatures.9  By the Holy Spirit they are born again into the family of God10 to a new life of 
love to God and to people.11  Their minds are enlightened to understand His truth,12 and their wills are 
renewed to do His will, 13 as He begins to conform them to His image.  The evidence of this 
regeneration of the believer is the fruit of the Spirit.14 
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174 Sanctification:  We believe that children of God at the moment of their conversion do receive the Holy 
Spirit.15  As they trust in Him and obey His will, they manifest more and more of the fruit of the Spirit, 
conform more and more to the likeness of God, and thus are being continuously sanctified.16 

 
175 It is also the will of God that believers receive the fullness of the Spirit,17 which He will graciously 

grant in response to their full consecration to His will and their faith in Christ’s promises and in His 
atoning death.18  Sanctification is thus a process in which the Holy Spirit continuously disciplines the 
believer into paths of holiness and an act in which He cleanses the heart from an imperfect relationship 
and state.19 

 
176 We further believe that the fullness of the Holy Spirit does not make believers incapable of choosing to 

sin, nor even from completely falling away from God, yet it so cleanses and empowers them as to 
enable them to have victory over sin, to endeavor fully to love God and people, and to witness to the 
living Christ.20 
__________________ 
 
1Galatians 1:3-5; Ephesians 2:8-9 
2John 3:5; Romans 5:5 
3Romans 4:25; 5:1; Titus 3:7 
4Colossians 3:9-11; Titus 3:5 
5II Thessalonians 2:13; I Peter 1:2 
6I Corinthians 15:20-22 [see #191 and 192] 
7Ephesians 1:7; I John 1:8-2:2 
8Romans 3:23-26; II Corinthians 5:20-21 
9II Corinthians 5:17 
10Romans 8:14-16 
11John 3:3; I John 4:7-21 
12John 16:12-15; Romans 12:1-2 
13I John 2:17 
14Galatians 5:22-23 
15John 3:5-8; Romans 8:14-17; I Corinthians 12:13 
16Galatians 5:22-25 
17Acts 2:38-39; Ephesians 3:14-19; 5:18;  
   I Thessalonians 5:23-24 
18Romans 8:5; 12:1-2 
19John 17:17; Romans 6:1-2, 22-23; Acts 15:8-9 
20II Corinthians 7:1; II Peter 2:20-22; Acts 1:8 
___________________ 

 

180 THE CHURCH 
 
181 We believe that the church is made up of all those from the apostles until now,1 both the triumphant 

dead and the living,2 who through response to God’s gracious offer of salvation3 by repentance of their 
sins4 and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ as their Savior5 have been born again6 as new creatures in 
Christ.7  This church is spiritual in nature,8 universal in scope,9 holy in character,10 and redemptive in 
its life and purpose.11 

 
182 Its purposes are to make disciples of all nations by its witness to the grace and love of God12 and to live 

as a loving fellowship who build up one another in the grace and knowledge of God.13 
 
183 The church accomplishes these purposes by its existence as particular local congregations gathered out 

of the world14 and as associations of congregations in larger organizations15 under the leadership and 
service of those called and gifted to such service.16  It worships in prayer,17 thanksgiving,18 and song;19 
diligently studies the Word of God;20 witnesses to and proclaims the gospel of God’s Son;21 exercises 
the gifts of the Spirit;22 administers discipline;23 and performs works of blessing and service both 
physical and spiritual to its members and to all in need.24 
__________________ 
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1Matthew 16:18 
2I Thessalonians 4:14-17 
3Ephesians 2:8-9 
4II Chronicles 7:14; Mark 1:14-15; Acts 2:38 
5John 1:12; Romans 5:1 
6John 3:3 
7II Corinthians 5:17 
8John 4:23-24; I Peter 2:5 
9I Corinthians 12:12-27; Hebrews 12:22-24 
10Psalm 24:3-4; Ephesians 5:25-27; Revelation 19:7-8 
11Luke 24:46-48 
12Matthew 28:18-20; Acts 1:8 
13Acts 2:41-47; Ephesians 4:11-16 
14I Corinthians 1:2; Acts 11:22; I Thessalonians 1:1 
15Romans 16:4, 16; I Corinthians 16:19; II Corinthians 8:1;  
  Galatians 1:2, 22-23 
16Ephesians 4:11-13; Hebrews 13:17 
17Isaiah 56:7; Luke 19:45-46; I Thessalonians 5:17;  
  James 5:13-16 
18Psalm 100:1-4; Philippians 4:6; I Thessalonians 5:18 
19Psalm 100:2; Ephesians 5:19; Colossians 3:16 
20Acts 17:10-11; Colossians 3:16; I Peter 2:2-3 
21Matthew 28:19-20; Acts 1:8 
22I Corinthians 12:7-11; Ephesians 4:11-13; II Timothy 1:6 
23Matthew 18:15-17; II Corinthians 2:5-8; Galatians 6:1 
24Matthew 25:34-40; John 13:12-17 
___________________ 

 

190 LAST THINGS 
 
191 We believe that upon death the mortal body returns to the dust from which it came.1  The spirits of the 

righteous will experience joy and life in the presence of God, but the unrighteous will be separated 
from His presence in the darkness and torment of their evil.2 

 
192 We believe in the literal and personal return of the Lord Jesus Christ to this earth at a time not 

revealed.3  At His return the righteous dead will be raised and the righteous living will be changed to 
their glorification in bodies like their Lord’s glorious resurrected body – bodies which they possessed 
in earthly life but now with glorified, heavenly qualities.  The unrighteous will also be resurrected for 
the final judgment.4 

 
193 We believe that Christ will consummate His kingdom over all people and nations by His final triumph 

over Satan.5 
 
194 We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ will finally judge all persons of their belief in Him as 

demonstrated by commitment of their lives to the way of the cross; the lost to everlasting punishment 
and the redeemed to eternal blessing and life.6 
________________ 
 
1Genesis 3:19; Psalm 103:14-16; Ecclesiastes 12:6-7 
2Luke 16:19-31; 23:39-43 
3Matthew 24:42-44; John 14:3; I Thessalonians 4:15-18 
4Romans 6:5; Philippians 3:21; John 5:28-29;  
 Revelation 21:1-8 
5I Corinthians 15:20-26; Philippians 2:9-11;  
 Revelation 20:10-15 
6Matthew 25:31-46; II Corinthians 5:10 
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TESTIMONIES  
 
Along with the statement of basic doctrines, The Evangelical Friends Church – Eastern Region presents this 
statement of testimonies as to its understanding of daily Christian life, as taught in the Scriptures.  They are 
arranged in six sections:  Sacred Worship, Christian Living, The Christian Family, Christian Service, The 
Christian Relationship to Government and Society, and Certain Current Issues. 
 
250 SACRED WORSHIP 
 
251 Prayer and Praise 
 
252 No practice in Christian living is more often spoken of in the Scripture than prayer and praise both as 

duty and as privilege (Psalm 122:1; I Corinthians 14:26; Ephesians 5:18-19; I Thessalonians 5:16-18).  
The Bible gives examples of and instruction in these practices.  In the Old Testament, Daniel is an 
outstanding example in that, despite the king’s decree to the contrary, he faithfully and openly prayed 
to God three times a day (Daniel 6:10b).  The Psalms are filled with prayer and praise to God (Psalm 
95:1-3).  Reading them, the Christian learns of the rich rewards from such practices.  Our Savior, the 
Lord Jesus Christ, as our sure example in holy living, often gave Himself to prayer and praise (Mark 
1:35; 6:46; 14:26; Luke 4:16; 5:16; 6:12).  He also often instructed His disciples, and thus Christians of 
all generations, to pray faithfully and to expect God’s answer (Matthew 7:7-8; John 16:23-24; James 
5:16b). 

 
253 A sense of need is a sufficient call to prayer (Psalm 4:1; 32:6-7; 54:1-4).  Burdened sinners may come 

boldly to the throne of grace and find a welcoming Father from whom they can obtain forgiveness 
(Hebrews 4:16).  Similarly burdened Christians can find in prayer the assurance of God’s love and 
relief from their burdens as they cast all their cares on the Lord (I Peter 5:7). 

 
254 Prayer is the life-breath of Christian living and gives the Christian unbroken access to the Heavenly 

Father (Hebrews 4:16).  It is thus essential for the maintenance and development of the Christian life.  
We believe that families within our fellowship should set apart a time for collective prayer each day, 
Bible reading and praise (Deuteronomy 6:4-9); and that in our public services of worship, we should 
give importance to prayer and praise (I Corinthians 14:26; Ephesians 5:19-20; Hebrews 13:15). 

 
255 Christian Worship 
 
256 Worship is a privilege of the Christian.  It is a spiritual experience in which believers give themselves 

to communion and fellowship with the Heavenly Father, a time when they consciously feel and give 
adoration, love and gratitude to God.  It is a time of reverent coming before the Almighty God as 
children of His by grace (John 4:21-24; Acts 2:42-47; Romans 12:1). 

 
257 The first preparation for profitable worship is a humble spirit, which recognizes the grace of God in 

giving us this privilege.  Equally important is a contrite spirit, which is submissive to His lordship, and 
superior will for our daily living.  When these attitudes prevail, worship is full of meaning and reward 
(Psalm 51:17; James 4:10). 

 
258 The service of worship will usually include times of prayer, praise, and preaching.  During public 

worship services we should also allow frequent times for reflection, meditation, and decision (Psalm 
22:22-23; 95:6; 100:2; I Corinthians 14:26; Ephesians 5:19-21). 

 
259 Inasmuch as public worship aids Christians to grow in grace, it is the focal point of the church’s local 

ministry.  Since it is a testimony to the surrounding community of the importance of worshiping God, 
members should attend the services of their congregation regularly and faithfully.  They should 
impress upon their children the same religious practice, believing that thus they will aid in leading their 
children to salvation and to the worship of God (Proverbs 22:6; Hebrews 10:23-25). 
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260 From the beginning of His earthly life (Matthew 2:1-2) and throughout the ages of time (Revelation 
4:10-11), the Lord Jesus Christ has been, is, and will be the object of worship (Revelation 5:9-13).  We 
make Him the center of our worship and delight in collectively and personally giving Him praise and 
adoration as God.  Without His presence, through the Holy Spirit, our worship would have neither 
meaning nor depth. 

 
261 The Ordinances 
 
262 Evangelical Friends, concerned with the abuses which had grown up about the serving of communion 

and the use of water in Christian baptism, and which substituted the outward for the inner spiritual 
reality (an abuse which persists to this day Matthew 15:8-9) placed their emphasis upon the spiritual 
content and let the outward symbols fall into disuse.  However, in 1886 Ohio Yearly Meeting (EFC-
ER) felt constrained to grant liberty concerning the use or non-use of the outward elements of bread 
and wine in communion as well as of water in Christian baptism, cautioning against any failure to 
achieve real spiritual sharing in the death of Christ and in the baptism of the Holy Spirit. 

 
263 When Jesus had His last supper with His disciples He made statements which have at times been 

interpreted (1) as calling for a perpetual New Testament observance or (2) as a new meaning for the 
Passover meal which they were partaking of together (Luke 22:19).  The unleavened bread was to 
represent His body about to be broken for them and the wine, the blood that He was about to shed 
(John 6:53-63).  The early church and most Christians to this day have taken the first interpretation.  
While many find that communion with cup and bread can be a very meaningful outward testimony of 
what God has done spiritually within, we do not believe that communion is necessary for salvation nor 
an absolute requirement for all Christians.  It is, rather, a public witness to the saving power of Jesus 
and a public witness of one’s faith in Jesus as Savior and Lord (Ephesians 2:8-10). 

 
264 Jesus modeled participation in water baptism as a public identification with the prophetic ministry and 

message of His cousin, John the Baptizer (Matthew 3:1-17).  Throughout the New Testament we see a 
common practice of new believers in Jesus Christ being water baptized as a testimony to their faith in 
Jesus as Savior.  While we as Friends believe the water in Christian baptism can be a very meaningful 
outward testimony of what God has done spiritually within, we do not believe that water baptism is 
necessary for salvation nor an absolute requirement for all Christians.  It is, rather, a public witness to 
the saving power of Jesus and a public witness of one’s faith in Jesus as Savior and Lord (Ephesians 
2:8-10). 

 
265 Each of our congregations may arrange services, perhaps in special meetings rather than in the regular 

worship service, for baptism and communion upon the request of members, while treating tenderly the 
consciences of those who protest the use of outward symbols.  If a pastor feels a conviction against 
administering the ordinances, the services of another pastor may be enlisted in the observance.  In all 
such services it should be abundantly clear to the entire congregation that Friends have the right to 
abstain from as well as to participate in the observance.  In these services it should also be clear that 
the observances are only symbols of an inward spiritual experience.  Evangelical Friends caution 
against the too-frequent use of the symbols lest familiarity breed contempt and diminish their spiritual 
significance. 

 
266 Harmony in the Church 
 
267 Harmony in the church family is essential to its good witness in the community and to its worship of 

and service to its Head, the Lord Jesus Christ (John 17:6-26).  Watchful care should therefore be taken 
to maintain that harmony (Romans 12:18; Ephesians 4:2-3, 29-32; Colossians 3:12-17; Hebrews 
12:14).  The congregation, and especially the senior pastor and officers, should be concerned that 
nothing be permitted to bring disruption to the peace and unity of their fellowship.  They should be 
quick to discern differences of opinion so as to prevent degeneration into serious conflicts among the 
members of the congregation.  In the event that dissension or resentment does arise, the senior pastor 
and officers should admonish all parties of the serious threat involved in their attitudes and make every 
effort, especially following the pattern laid down by our Lord Himself in Matthew 18:15-20, to reach a 
speedy reconciliation (I Peter 1:22-23; Matthew 5:23-25)  [see #523 & 1256]. 
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