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SECTION ONE
FAITH
The expressiorof the Faith uponwhich The EvangelicalFriendsChurch— EasterrRegionis baseds presented

in this sectionof the Faith and Practice It includesa brief historicalbackgrounda statemenbf doctrine[see
#100194], anda statemenbf testimoniegsee#250-381].




HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

In seventeentitenturyEngland therearosemanygroupsof seekeravho weredissatisfiedwith therigid forms
of the Churchof Englandandwere searchingor a moreinwardly satisfyingway of worshipandlife. George
Fox (16241691) went, as a young man, to many priestsseekinginner peaceand receivedonly irrelevant
answers.Oneday he hearda Voice saying,“Thereis One,evenChrist Jesusthat canspeakto thy condition.”
Joyfilled his heart,andfrom this experiencehe centralconvictionof Friendswasborn— thatthe living Christ
canspealdirectly to the needof everyseekingsoul.

In 1652GeorgeFox climbedPendleHill andwasdeeplymovedby whathe saw. Laterhewrotein his Journal:
“The Lord let me seea-top of the hill in whatplacesHe hada greatpeopleto be gathered.” At FirbankFell he

preachedor overthreehoursto a thousandpeople,and out of that gatheringthe Valiant Sixty aroseto work

with Fox in evangelizingall of England. In spite of severepersecutionfFox wentaboutspeakingn churches,
homes,andfields with multitudesof peopleattractedto hearhis message.Sincereligiousfreedomwasasyet
unknownin England,theseearly Quakerswereimprisonedin greatnumbersunderthe foulestconditions. In

spite of thesesufferings,the numberof Quakersmultiplied greatly, and eventuallythey won — not only for

themselves- butalsofor all, the Act of Tolerancewhich guarantedreligiousfreedom(1698).

From 1650 to 1690 Quakerismspreadrapidly throughoutthe British Isles and to other parts of the world,
including the Englishcolonieson the westernshoreof the Atlantic Ocean. Historianshavelabeledthe Quaker
Movementduring thoseforty yearsasthe fastesigrowingmovemenbdf the Westernworld.

At thattime no churchwas permittedto existexceptthe Churchof England;hencethe followers of Fox called
themselvesPublishersof Truth”, “Children of Light”, and“Friendsof Jesus”,andlater “Religious Societyof
Friends.” The origin of theword “Friends” is from John15:14whenJesussaid: “You aremy friendsif youdo
what| command.” The nickname*Quaker” wasoriginally a term of derisionandinsult, but throughthe years
hasbecomea symbolof integrity. In morerecenttimes, Friendsof evangelicapersuasiorhaveusedthe term
EvangelicaFriendsChurch.

Restoring primitive Christianity was the goal of early Friends. They defined it as authentic, apostolic
Chrisianity basedon New Testamenteachingwith no frills. In otherwords, preachingthe essentialsand
omitting the nonessentials.They werea peoplegatheredasfollowers of Christ,baptizedwith the Holy Spirit,

andcommuningwith God (oftenin silence)astheywaitedfor guidanceof the Holy Spirit to share whetherin

prayer,messager exhortationbasedon a deepconcern.

In the 18" century, Friendsseemedalmostto forget the Biblical basisfor their faith, putting a premiumon
silenceasa way of worship. SpeakingreadingScripturesandprayingwere consideredntrusion. Calledthe
Age of Quietism, unprogrammedmneetingsdeclined as they becameactive in social issues,such as fair
treatmentfor Indians, refusingto participatein war, and respading to John Woolman’scall to simplicity,
frugality, andtolerance. As anitinerantpreachebenton abolishingslavery,Woolmancarriedhis messageo
plantationsof the South,boldly preachingequalityfor all. It is noteworthythat prior to 1800— more than 60
yearsbeforethe EmancipatiorProclamation- everyQuakerin North Carolinahadliberatedhis slaves. During
the Civil War Friendsassistedrunawayslavesby establishingthe “undergroundrailroad,” a secretroute to
freedomin the North.

As the AmericanWestopenedup after the Civil War, Friendsmigratedin greatnumbers. In the latter part of
the 1800s,revivals and campmeetingsthroughoutthe Midwest were part of what hasbeencalledthe “Great
Revival.” Thousandswere converted,and churches,including Friends churches,were crowded with new
converts. It wasat this time that pastoredmeetingscameinto voguein orderto disciple new believers. Also
emphasiswas placed on ministeringto children and youth in Sunday Schoolsand including music in a
programmeadvorshipformat.

While the majority of Friendswere simple, God-fearing people,therewere somewho becamewidely known.
TheseincludeWilliam Pennfounderof Pennsylvaniandpeacefulnegotiatowith the Indians;RobertBarclay,
Scottish gentleman,scholar, and theologian; John Woolman, best known for his antislavery work; John
GreenleafWhittier, poet; StephenGrellet, French nobleman,who, escapingfrom the guillotine, becamea



vibrant Quakerevangelistin the remotepartsof the United States;ElizabethFry, notedfor prisonreformin
different partsof the world; and JosephlohnGurney,banker,scholartheologianandpreachemwho calledthe
Societybackfrom quietismto anevangelicaposition.

London Yearly Meeting, foundal by GeorgeFox, is the original organizationfrom which all othershave
developed. Although boasting of never having had an official division, London Yearly Meeting has
neverthelesshangedverthe years reflectingsomeof the tensionswhich led to divisionsin otherpartsof the
Societyof Friends. In the 19" centuryit wasstronglyevangelicalputin the 20" centuryit followed the trend
of modernliberalismandbecameloselyakin to the GeneralConferenceof Friends.

Currently there are five mgor groups of Friends: Hicksite, Orthodox, Conservative,Independent and
Evangelical Yearly Meetings.In their characterthey reflect major divisions which have occurredamong
Friends.

FriendsGeneralConference(Hicksite) is a combinationof Yearly Meetings which havetheir originsin the
separatiorof 182829. Thefollowersof EliasHicks, who hadbeeninfluencedby rationalismandunitarianism,
separatedfrom the Orthodox Friends. Today their meetings are united in keeping the tradition of
unprograrmedmeetingshut arein serioustensionbetweenthosewith a humanisticphilosophyandthosewho
areChristacentric.

FriendsUnited Meeting (Orthodox)cameinto beingat the turn of the 20" centuryasthe Five YearsMeeting.

With a moreappropriatenanme-change sincethey meeteverythreeyears,it is currentlya federationof Yearly

Meetings of diverse character. The majority are predominantlyevangelical,but there are a few Yearly

Meetingswhoseliberalismhasmadethemvery comfortablein joining both the HicksiteandOrthodoxbranches
of the Church.

ConservativeFriends is a term applied to a group which has great cohesionwithout having a formal
organizationcombiningtheir Yearly Meetings. Thesehavetheir rootsin the teachingof JohnWilbur, whose
oppositionto JosephJohnGurneyled to separationn 1854. Thedifferencewasnot so muchdoctrinalasit was
a matterof oldertraditionsconcerningmannerof worshipin silence,Quakergarb,andotherpractices. Wilbur
soemphasizedhe “Inner Light” thatit soundedalmostlike infallibility. Gurney,on the otherhand,laid great
emphasi®nthe Scripturesasthe guidefor salvation.

Thereare severallndependentyearly Meetingswhich are not affiliated with any larger groupingof Friends.
However,theyhonortheir Quakerrootsandbasicallyseekto sharethe messagef Friendsastheyinterpretit.

EvangelicalFriendsbelievein the Biblical teachingof entire sanctification(l Thessalonian$:23) asa second
work of grace. This is the posiion of GeorgeFox, RobertBarclay,andJosephlohnGurney. The emphasion
the Holy Spirit, alwayscharacteristiof Friends,madethe WesleyarArminiam teachingon holinesscongenial
to theseFriendsalso. The baptismwith the fullnessof the Holy Spirit is the way God cleansegrom the sinful
natureand makesbelieversholy (Matthew3:11-12). GeorgeFox said,“and Christdid baptizethemwith the
Holy Ghostand with fire and did thoroughlypurgehis floor and burn up the chaff with unquenchabldire.”
Holinessis deliverancefrom the pollution, nature,and love of sin. The experienceis called “perfect love”.
Johntells us,“becauseasheis soarewe in theworld” (I John4:17-18).

In 1965, the EvangelicalFriends Alliance broughttogetherfour independentdistinctly Evangelical Yearly
Meetings — Ohio (Damascus)Kansas,Rocky Mountain,and Oregon. The roots of this group (asis true of
many Yearly Meetingsin the FriendsUnited Meeting) are in the Orthodox, Gurneyitetrend. In 1987 the
International FriendsConferenceon Evangelismwas held in Guatemalawith over 250 Friendsin attendance
from 25 countries. It was decidedto internationalizethe organizationand so the Evangelical Friends
International EFI) wasformed[see#4000].

EFIl is compogd of five geographicategionsfor memberYearly Meetingsandcountriesof missionendeavors:
EFI-North America, EFI-Latin America, EFI-Asia, EFI-Africa, and EFI-Europe. Currentlythe North America
Regionincludes:

AlaskaYearly Meeting



EvangelicaFriendsChurch— EasterrRegion

EvangelicaFriendsChurch— Mid-AmericaYearly Meeting

EvangelicaFriendsChurch— Southwest

NorthwestYearly Meeting

RockyMountainYearly Meeting

Additionally missionendeavorsregoingonin the DominicanRepublic,Haiti, Jamaicaand
Navajoland.

EFIl-Latin America: Bolivia, El Salvador,GuatemalaHonduras,Mexico, Nicaragua,and Peru. EFI-Asia:
Bhutan, Cambodia,Hong Kong, India, Indonesia,Myanmar, Nepal, Philippines, Taiwan, and Teachersin
China. EFI-Africa: Burundi,Congo,andRwanda. EFI-Europe: Albania, Croatia,lreland,Hungary,Romania,
andSerbia

Becausef the strongemphasi®n the Holy Spirit andtheteachingon holiness EFI/North AmericaRegionis a
memberof the NationalAssociationof Evangelcals[see#6000].



DOCTRINE

The EvangelicaFriendsChurch— EasterrRegionpresentsts Statemenbf Doctrinein thefollowing Statement
of Faith.

100 GOD

101  Webelievein oné eternal® omnipresent,unchangind, personal God; perfectin holiness’ wisdom!
love® power? and justicé® without precedingcauseor beginning*! creatot* and preservef of all
things,visible andinvisible.

102 He existsasonedivine beingandyet asa trinity of threedistinct personsjdentical,inseparableand
equalin divinity, powerandeternity: Godthe Father,Godthe Son,andGodthe Holy Spirit.*

103 GodrevealedHimself in the pastin manyandvariousways,thoughsupremelyin the personof Jesus
Christ!® He continuesto revealHimself today throughHis creation® the Holy Scriptures.’ andthe
workingsof the Holy Spirit in the heartsof people®®

104 He aloneis worthy of our worship,honor,praiseandthanksgivingnow andforevermore'?

Deuteronomy:4; Mark 12:29

2Palm 90:1-2; Romansl;20

*pPsalm139: 712

4Jamedl:17;Malachi3:6

John14:9

Slsaiah6:3; 1 Peterl:1516

'Romansl1:33

8 John4:8

°| Chronicles29:11-12; Isaiah40:2628; Ephesiand:1820
Ypsalm89:14;Romans3:26

1psalm93:2

2Genesid:1; Romansll:3%

¥psalm104:2730; Colossiand:16-17
“Matthew28:19;John14:16,18, 23; 1l Corinthiansl3:14
PHebrewsl:2; John1:18

®Romansl:19-20

Y| Timothy 3:16; 1l Peterl:21

BActs 8:29;13:2;15:28:16:6-10

YGalatiansl:5

110 JESUSCHRIST

111 We believethat JesusChrist, the Word who waswith God andwasGod} is the only begotterSon of
God? He wasconceivedby the Holy Spirit® andborn of the Virgin Mary* andis the expressmageof
the invisible God> He combineswithin Himself both the divine natureof God and humannaturein
oneperfectindivisible personalitythe God-man®

112 He lived and sufferedin the world to show the Way of Life.” He was crucified and died as the
atonementfor the sins of the whole world? making the only provisia whereby people can find
forgivenes®f sinsandcleansingrom all unrighteousness.

113  Hediedin our placé® andwasraisedthe third day for our justification;* He ascendednto heaver?
andsitsat theright handof God, everliving asour only Mediaor andHigh Priestmakingintercession



120

121

122

123

130

131

for us!® andfrom therewill returnagainto receiveHis churchuntoHimself andto judgetheworld in
righteousness.

1John1:1-2; Colossiand:16-17

2John1:18;1 John4:9

*Matthew1:20; Luke 1:35

*Matthew1:18; Luke 1:34

Colossiand:15

8John1:14; Colossian®:9
"John14:6;Romans5:10;Ephesian®:2;| Peter2:21
8Romans3:23-25; | John2:2

°Ephesiand.:7; Colossiand :13-14; Titus 2:14
19 Corinthiansl5:4:1 John4:10
"Romanst:25; 1 Corinthians15:4

2Acts 1:9; Ephesiang:8

*Romans8:34; Hebrews7:25; Hebrews9:24
% Thessaloniang:1517

®Roman<:16; 1l Timothy4:1

THE HOLY SPIRIT

We believein the Holy Spirit, notasanimpersonaprinciple or influence,but asa divine person' and
thoughdistinct from the Fatherand Son, proceedingrom both? with whom He is equalin authority,
power,glory, andtitles?

Heis thedivine agentin convictionof sin;' regeneratiori,sanctificatior, andthe believers’assuance’

He is given as an indwelling Presenceto every believer to be a teachef guide? and source of
comfort!® He purifies the heartof the believel* andimpartsat His own choosingspiritual gifts for
serviceandthe building up of the body of Chrigt.® He producesn believersthefruit of the Spirit* so
thatthey mayconformto theimageof Christ.

1John14:1617,26;16:1314
2John15:26:16:7

3Matthew28:19;1l Corinthiansl3:14
4John16:8

5John3:5

8 Corinthianss:11
'Romans8:15-16; Galatianst:6
8John14:26

%John16:13

Pacts 9:31

Hacts 15:9:1 Johnl:9

12 Corinthiansl2:4-11; Ephesiangt:7-13
BGalatianss:2223

HOLY SCRIPTURE

As with early Friends,we believethatall Scripture! both of the Old and New Testamentsis given by
inspiration of God, without error in all that it affirms? and s the only infallible rule of faith and
practice’ It is fully authoritativeand trustworthy,fully sufficient for all believersnow and always$
andprofitablefor teachingreproof,correction andtrainingin righteousness.
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133

140

141

150

151

152

153

Thus,the declarationsontainedn it reston the authorityof God Himself? andtherecanbe no appeal
from them to any other authority whatever. They are the only divinely authorizedrecord of the
doctrineswhich we are bound as Christiansto believe! and of the moral principles which are to
regulateour behavio? Only such doctrinesas are containedin the Scripturecan be regardedas
Articles of Faith® The Holy Spirit, who inspired the Scripture, mustever be its true interpreter'°
Whateverany personsaysor doeswhich is contraryto the Scripture,thoughunderprofessionof the
guidanceof the Spirit, mustbe reckonedandaccounted delusion:*

The Scripturedemandf believerscompleteobedienc¥ andis madeincreasinglyopento thosewho
studyandobeyit.*?

41 Timothy 3:16
’Psalm19:7-11
3psalm119:4,105
4Psalm119:89;1 Peterl:25

°|| Timothy3:16-17

8 Thessaloniang:13
'Romansl:16-17

8psalm119:9

%John17:17
%30hn14:26:16:13:11 Peterl:21
1)) Peter1:20;1 John4:1
2Psalm119:4;1 Corinthians4:2
13| Corinthians2:4-5, 12

CREATION

We believecreationto be thatfree act of thetriune God? the Father? Son? andHoly Spirit,* by which
in the beginningand for His own glory’ God made,without useof pre-existingmaterial® the whole
visible andinvisible universe’

!Genesil:1; Genesisl: 2627
’Hebrewsl:2
3Colossiand:16

4Job33:4; Psalm104:30
5Psalm19:1; Colossiand:16
SHebrewsl11:3
Nehemiat9:6; John1:3

SATAN

We believein the existenceof the Evil One,“that old serpentwhich is the Devil, and Satan,* the old
deceiverwho by his own choicerebelledagainsiGod” andbecane evil, who temptedour first parents
to sin? and who throughtheir disobediencebroughtaboutthe fall of the humanrace? with all its
attendantlegeneracyynhappinessandmisery?®

Satan demonstratechis evil characterand purposein his perpetualopposition to Christ by the
temptationsn the wildernes<, andto His peopleandto His kingdom’! But Satan’spoweris limited 2
andin God’sowntime hewill bechainedandfinally castinto the lake of fire.°

While Satanis activein this world, Chrisiansthroughthe power of the Holy Spirit dwelling in them
areableto resistSatan’slemptationsandhavevictory overhim.*°
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161

162

163

170

171

172

173

'Revelation20:2

°Revelation12:7-9

3Genesis:1-6; Il Corinthiansl1:3
‘Romans:12,15-19

5Genesis:17-19; Romans3:18-22
SMatthew4:1-11; Luke 4:1-15

"Il Corinthians4:4; Ephesiang:2
8Job1:12;2:6: 1 Corinthians10:13
Revelation20:1-3, 10

19 Corinthians10:13;1 Peter5:8-11; | John4:4

HUMANITY

The Creation: We believethat by a definite act God createdmanandwomanin His own image,holy
and capableof knowing and obeyingGod's will, in orderto glorify God and enjoy His fellowship
forever!

The Fall: We believe that Adam and Eve fell from this original state by a voluntary act of
disobediencé thus sufferingthe immediateloss of a perfectrelationshipwith God® and makingself
the centerof their lives. By this act, they sufferedspiritual death,andsin enteredthe world anddeath
by sin, sothatdeathpassediponall.*

We further believe that as a consequencef the Fall, all peopleare born with a naturewhich is
thoroughlysinful® andnot subjectto the law of God, sothatonly throughthe operationof the graceof
Godcantheyrepentandcall uponHim. However,by God’s graceinfantsarenot undercondemnation
butareheirsof salvation®

'Genesi«:26-27,31;2:7; James3:9b
2Genesis:6-24

3Genesiw:17

4Ezekiel18:1920; Roman$:12-14,17-19; 6:23a;
Psalm51:5;58:3

®lsaiah53:6

SMatthew18:3

SALVATION

We believethatby the graceof our Lord JesusChrist! throughthe directandimmediateagencyof the
Holy Spirit? personsmay be reconciledto God and recoveredfrom their fallen state through
justification? regeneratior sanctificatior?, andultimatelythe resurrectiorof the body®

Justification: In responsego sinners’ repentancesurrenderof themselvesand sincerefaith in the
powerand sufficiency of Jesus'atoningdeathand shedblood; God pardonsthemfrom pastsinsand
declaresthemrighteous,not for anythingthey have done but becauseof the obedienceand atoning
deathof Christ®

Regeneration: In responsdo sinners’repentancesurrenderof themselvesand sincerefaith in the
powerandsufficiencyof Jess’ atoningdeathandshedblood, God alsoby His graciouspowermakes
themnew creatures. By the Holy Spirit they areborn againinto the family of God' to a newlife of

love to Godandto people™ Their mindsareenlightenedo understandis truth,? andtheir wills are
renewedto do His will,® as He beginsto conform them to His image. The evidenceof this

regeneratiomf the believeris the fruit of the Spirit.**

10



174

175

176

180

181

182

183

Sanctification: We believethatchildrenof God at the momentof their conversiorndo receivethe Holy
Spirit.® As theytrustin Him andobeyHis will, they manifestmoreandmoreof thefruit of the Spirit,
conformmoreandmoreto thelikenessof God,andthusarebeingcontinuouslysanctified®

It is alsothe will of God that believersreceivethe fullnessof the Spirit,” which He will graciously
grantin responseo their full consecratiorto His will andtheir faith in Christ's promisesandin His
atoningdeath®® Sanctificationis thusa processn which the Holy Spirit continwusly disciplinesthe
believerirlgco pathsof holinessandanactin which He cleanseshe heartfrom animperfectrelationship
andstate.

We furtherbelievethatthe fullnessof the Holy Spirit doesnot makebelieversincapableof choosingo
sin, nor even from completelyfalling away from God, yet it so cleansesand empowersthem as to
enablethemto havevictory oversin, to endeavoffully to love God and people,andto witnessto the
living Christ®

Galatiansl:3-5; Ephesian®:8-9
2John3:5; Romanss:5
*Romanst:25;5:1; Titus 3:7
“Colossian®:9-11; Titus 3:5
5l Thessaloniang:13;1 Peterl:2
®| Corinthiansl5:2022 [see#191and192]
’Ephesiand.:7;1 John1:8-2:2
8Romans3:23-26: Il Corinthians5:20-21
9 Corinthianss:17
'Romans8:14-16
130hn3:3;1 John4:7-21
230hn16:1215; Romansl2:1-2
3 John2:17
“Galatianss:22-23
John3:5-8; Romans3:14-17; | Corinthians12:13
¥Galatianss:22-25
YActs 2:38:39; Ephesiang:14-19; 5:18;

| Thessalonians:23-24
BRomans3:5; 12:1-2
¥John17:17;Romans:1-2, 22-23; Acts 15:89
20| Corinthians7:1; Il Peter2:20-22; Acts 1:8

THE CHURCH

We believethat the churchis madeup of all thosefrom the apostlesuntil now," both the triumphant
deadandtheliving? who throughresponséo God'’s graciousoffer of salvatiori by repentancef their
sing and faith in the Lord JesusChrist as their SavioP have beenborn agairf as new creaturesin

Christ! This churchis spiritualin nature® universalin scope’ holy in character’® andredemptivein

its life andpurpose'

Its purposesareto makedisciplesof all nationsby its witnessto the graceandlove of God" andto live
asaloving fellowshipwho build up oneanotherin the graceandknowledgeof God*®

The churchaccomplisheshesepurposedy its existenceasparticularlocal congregationgatherecut
of the world"* and asassociation®f congregationén largerorganizationS underthe leadershipand
serviceof thosecalledandgifted to suchsenice ™ It worshipsin prayer?’ thanksgiving® andsong*®
diligently studiesthe Word of God? witnessedo and proclaimsthe gospelof God’s Son? exercises
the gifts of the Spirit;”?> administersdiscipline? and performsworks of blessingand service both
physicalandspiritualto its membersandto all in need®

11
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Matthew16:18

2| Thessaloniand:1417

*Ephesian®:8-9

4l Chronicles7:14;Mark 1:14-15; Acts 2:38

%John1:12;Romans:1

John3:3

Il Corinthianss:17

8John4:23-24; | Peter2:5

% Corinthiansl2:1227; Hebrewsl2:2224

Ypsalm24:3-4; Ephesian:25-27; Revelation19:7-8

M uke 24:4648

2\1atthew28:1820; Acts 1:8

BActs 2:41-47; Ephesiang:11-16

1% Corinthiansl:2; Acts 11:22;1 Thessaloniang:1

®Romansl6:4,16; | Corinthiansl6:19;1l Corinthians3:1;
Galatiansl:2,22-23

®Ephesiangt:11-13; Hebrews13:17

Y|saiah56:7; Luke 19:4546; | Thessalonians:17;
James$:1316

¥psalm100:1-4; Philippians4:6; | Thessalonian§:18

¥Psalm100:2;Ephesian$:19; Colossian$:16

Acts 17:1011; Colossiang:16; | Peter2:2-3

ZMatthew28:1920; Acts 1:8

2 Corinthiansl2:7-11; Ephesiang:11-13; 1l Timothy1:6

BMatthew18:1517; Il Corinthians2:5-8; Galatians:1

“Matthew?25:3440; John13:1217

LAST THINGS

We believethatupondeaththe mortal bodyreturnsto the dustfrom which it came! The spirits of the
righteouswill experiencgoy andlife in the presenceof God, but the unrighteouswill be separated
from His presencén the daknessandtormentof their evil 2

We believe in the literal and personalreturn of the Lord JesusChrist to this earth at a time not
revealed At His returnthe righteousdeadwill be raisedandthe righteousliving will be changedo
their glorification in bodieslike their Lord’s gloriousresurrectedbody— bodieswhich they possessed
in earthlylife but now with glorified, heavenlyqualities. The unrighteouswill alsobe resurrectedor
thefinal judgment’

We believethat Christwill consummatélis kingdomoverall peopleandnationsby His final triumph
overSatart

We believe that the Lord JesusChrist will finally judge all personsof their belief in Him as
demonstratethy commitmentof their lives to the way of the cross;the lost to everlastilg punishment
andtheredeemedo eternalblessingandlife.®

!Genesis:19;Psalm103:1416; Ecclesiasted2:6:7

%l uke 16:1931;23:3943

SMatthew24:4244; John14:3;1 Thessaloniang: 1518
‘Romans:5; Philippians3:21;John5:28-29;
Revelation21:1-8

®| Corinthiansl5:20-26; Philippians2:9-11;
Revelation20:1015

SMatthew25:32346; Il Corinthians5:10

12



TESTIMONIES

Along with the statemenbf basicdoctrines,The EvangelicalFriendsChurch— EasternRegionpresentghis
statemenbf testimoniesasto its understandingf daily Christianlife, astaughtin the Scriptures. They are
arrangedin six sections: SacredWorship, Christian Living, The Christian Family, Christian Service, The
ChristianRelationshigo GovernmenandSociey, andCertainCurrentissues.
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SACRED WORSHIP
Prayer and Praise

No practicein Christianliving is moreoften spokenof in the Scripturethanprayerandpraiseboth as

duty andasprivilege (Psalm122:1;| Corinthiansl4:26;Ephesian$:18-19; | Thessabnians5:16-18).

The Bible givesexamplesof andinstructionin thesepractices. In the Old TestamentDaniel is an

outstandingexamplein that, despitethe king’s decreeto the contrary,he faithfully andopenlyprayed
to Godthreetimesa day (Daniel 6:10b). The Psalmsarefilled with prayerand praiseto God (Psalm
95:1-3). Readingthem,the Christianlearnsof the rich rewardsfrom suchpractices. Our Savior,the

Lord JesusChrist, asour sureexamplein holy living, often gaveHimself to prayerand praise(Mark

1:35;6:46;14:26;Luke 4:16;5:16;6:12). He alsoofteninstructedHis disciples,andthusChristiansof

all generationsto pray faithfully andto expectGod's answer(Matthew 7:7-8; John16:23-24; James
5:16b).

A senseof needis a sufficient call to prayer(Psalm4:1; 32:6-7; 54:1-4). Burdenedsinnersmaycome
boldly to the throne of graceand find a welcomingFatherfrom whom they can obtain forgiveness
(Hebrews4:16). Similarly burdenedChristianscanfind in prayerthe assuranceof God's love and
relief from their burdensastheycastall their caresontheLord (I Peter5:7).

Prayeris the life-breathof Christianliving and givesthe Christianunbrokenaccesgo the Heavenly
Father(Hebrews4:16). It is thusessentiafor the maintenanceand developmenbf the Christianlife.
We believethat families within our fellowship shouldsetaparta time for collective prayereachday,
Bible readingand praise(Deuteronomy6:4-9); andthatin our public servicesof worship,we should
give importanceo prayerandpraise(l Corinthiansl4:26;Ephesian$:19-20; Hebrews13:15).

Christian Worship

Worshipis a privilege of the Christian. It is a spiritual experiencen which believersgive themselves
to communionand fellowship with the Heavenly Father,a time whenthey consciouslyfeel and give
adoration,love and gratitudeto God. It is a time of reverentcoming before the Almighty God as
childrenof His by grace(John4:21-24; Acts 2:42-47; Romansl 2:1).

The first preparationfor profitable worshipis a humblespirit, which recognizeghe graceof Godin
giving usthis privilege. Equallyimportantis a contritespirit, which is submissiveo His lordship,and
superiorwill for our daily living. Whentheseattitudesprevail, worshipis full of meaningandreward
(Psalm51:17;James4:10).

The serviceof worship will usuallyinclude times of prayer, praise,and preaching. During public
worship serviceswe shouldalsoallow frequenttimesfor reflection, meditation,and decision(Psalm
22:2223;95:6;100:2;1 Corinthiansl4:26;Ephesian$:1921).

Inasmuchas public worshipaids Christiansto grow in grace,it is the focal point of the church’slocal
ministry. Sinceit is atestimonyto the surroundingcommunityof the importanceof worshipingGod,
membersshould attend the servicesof their congregationregularly and faithfully. They should
impressupontheir childrenthe samereligiouspractice believingthatthustheywill aid in leadingtheir
childrento salvationandto the worship of God (Proverb22:6;Hebrews10:2325).
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From the beginningof His earthlylife (Matthew 2:1-2) and throughoutthe agesof time (Revelation
4:10-11),theLord JesusChristhasbeen,is, andwill bethe objectof worship(Revelation5:9-13). We
makeHim the centerof our worshipanddelightin collectively and personallygiving Him praiseand
adorationas God. Without His presencethroughthe Holy Spirit, our worship would have neither
meaningnor depth.

The Ordinances

EvangelicalFriends,concerred with the abusesvhich hadgrown up aboutthe servingof communion
andthe useof waterin Christianbaptism,and which substitutedthe outwardfor the inner spiritual
reality (an abusewhich persiststo this day Matthew 15:89) placedtheir emphasisup the spiritual
contentand let the outwardsymbolsfall into disuse. However,in 1886 Ohio Yearly Meeting (EFG

ER) felt constrainedo grantliberty concerningthe useor nonruseof the outwardelementsof bread
and wine in communionas well as of waterin Christian baptism,cautioningagainstany failure to

achieverealspiritual sharingin the deathof Christandin the baptismof the Holy Spirit.

When Jesushad His last supperwith His disciplesHe madestatementsvhich have at times been
interpreted(1) ascalling for a perpetualNew Testamenbbservancer (2) asa new meaningfor the
Passovemeal which they were partakingof together(Luke 22:19). The unleavenedreadwas to
representHis body aboutto be brokenfor them and the wine, the blood that He was aboutto shed
(John6:53-63). The early churchand most Christiansto this day havetakenthe first interpretation.
While manyfind thatcommunionwith cup andbreadcanbe a very meaningfuloutwardtestimonyof
what God hasdonespiritually within, we do not believethatcommunionis necessaryor salvationnor
an absoluterequiremenfor all Christians. It is, rather,a public witnessto the savingpowerof Jesus
anda public witnessof one’sfaith in JesusasSaviorandLord (Ephesian®:8-10).

Jesusnodeledparticipationin waterbaptismasa public identificationwith the propheticministry and
messag®f His cousin,Johnthe Baptizer(Matthew3:1-17). Throughoutthe New Testamentve seea
commonpracticeof new believersin JesusChristbeingwaterbaptizedasa testimonyto their faith in
JesusasSavior. While we asFriendsbelievethewaterin Christianbaptismcanbe a very meaningful
outwardtestimonyof what God hasdonespiritually within, we do not believethat water baptismis
necessaryor salvationnor anabsoluterequiremenfor all Christians. It is, rather,a public witnessto
the savingpowerof Jesusanda public witnessof one’sfaith in Jesusas Saviorand Lord (Ephesians
2:8-10).

Eachof our congregationsnay arrangeservicesperhapsn specialmeetingsatherthanin theregular
worshipservice,for baptismandcommunionuponthe requesiof memberswhile treatingtenderlythe
conscience®f thosewho protestthe useof outwardsymbols. If a pastorfeelsa convictin against
administeringthe ordinancesthe servicesof anotherpastormay be enlistedin the observance.ln all

suchservicesit shouldbe abundantlyclear to the entire congregatiorthat Friendshavethe right to

abstainfrom aswell asto participatein the observance.In theseservicesit shouldalsobe clearthat
the observancesre only symbolsof an inward spiritual experience. EvangelicalFriends caution
againstthe too-frequentuseof the symbolslestfamiliarity breedcontemptanddiminishtheir spiritual

significance.

Harmony in the Church

Harmonyin the churchfamily is essentiato its goodwitnessin the communityandto its worship of

andserviceto its Head,the Lord Jesu<Christ(John17:6-26). Watchful careshouldthereforebe taken
to maintain that harmony (Romans12:18; Ephesians4:2-3, 29-32; Colossians3:12-17; Hebrews
12:14). The congregationand especiallythe senior pastorand officers, should be concernedthat
nothing be permittedto bring disruptionto the peaceand unity of their fellowship. They shouldbe
quick to discerndifferencesof opinionso asto preventdegeneratiornto seriousconflicts amongthe
membersof the congregation.In the eventthat dissensioror resentmentoesarise,the seniorpastor
andofficers should admonishall partiesof the seriousthreatinvolvedin their attitudesandmakeevery
effort, especiallyfollowing the patternlaid downby our Lord Himselfin Matthew18:1520, to reacha

speedyreconciliation(l Peterl:22-23; Matthew5:23-25) [see#523& 1254.
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